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Youth voice

When young people have the opportunity to participate in settings 
where decisions are made that affect their lives. 

Youth and societal institutions are strengthened when young 
people, particularly those most disadvantaged by educational 
inequity, turn their critical gaze to education systems and 
participate in efforts to improve them. 



Youth Participatory Action Research

Students engage in a cycle of critical reflection, problem-selection, 

research about the problem, development of social change 

strategy, and ongoing reflection. 

YPAR enables youth to work with peers and adult guides to 

address public issues that are relevant to their lives; youth gain 

practice navigating complex systems and developing evidence-

based arguments to influence policy. 
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Workshop Objectives

• Participants will learn case examples of youth groups that used a 
participatory action research cycle to influence policies in their 
schools and communities

• Participants will understand core elements of high quality youth 
policy arguments

• Participants will learn and apply a youth action framework to their 
specific work context


